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Examples of computer hardware skills

Curious about what's on your computer? Review these pictures of your computer hardware and get acquainted with your computer, from RAM to hard drives and everything in between. Motherboards tie everything in your computer together. I wonder what all these parts are on the motherboard? See the
image labeled on the next page. A typical motherboard contains memory areas of your computer, CPU, AGP, PCI, and more. See the close-up of the motherboard slots on the next page. Computer hardware, such as memory, PCI, and AGP, connects to the motherboard through sockets. Have you ever
seen a bridge on a motherboard? See the next page. A chipset is a glue that connects a microprocessor to the rest of the motherboard and therefore to the rest of the computer. On the computer consists of two basic parts - the north bridge and the south bridge. Look at your computer's memory further.
Computer memory has a big impact on system performance. Pictured above is a SIMM, or a single built-in memory module, which is a kind of RAM module. See the DIMM on the next page. A DIMM or dual built-in memory module has a 64-bit path to memory layouts, while simm has only 32-bit memory.
The next type of memory is common in notebooks, printers, and network hardware. SODIMM, which is a small outline of a two-line memory module, is made of integrated circuits and is half the size of dimms. See where the RAM inside the desktop next door is located. Updating ram can significantly
extend your computer's lifespan. The next picture shows the type of memory your computer uses at startup. The basic BIOS input and output system is the first thing you see when you turn on your computer. The BIOS contains important instructions for computer hardware on the next page. A
microprocessor - also known as a processor or central unit - is a complete computing engine that is manufactured on a single system. See the high-performance processor on the next page that was originally used in supercomputers. 64-bit processors have entered the mainstream, such as this eight-
generation Athlon processor. However, you need a hard drive on the next page to store all the information processed by your computer. The hard drive is a sealed aluminum box that was opened in this photo. The controller electronics are attached to one side, controlling the read/write mechanism and the
motor that rotates the plates. See a close-up of the drive and the plates next to it. This hard drive has three platter discs, also called hard drives and six read/write heads. See how the hard disk is read on the next page. The arm on the hard drive has read/write heads and must be extremely fast and
precise. There is one arm per read/write head, and all of them are queued to form one unit. See what connects computer in the next picture. Integrated Drive Electronics is the most popular way to connect your hard drive to your computer. See the drive that then connects the peripherals. Peripheral
peripheral component connection the bus provides direct access to system memory for connected devices. PCI slots can be used for network, graphics and sound cards. See the PCI card on the next page. PCI cards use 47 pins to connect to the PCI slot. Pins are thin metal feet that allow you to connect
computer chips to a circuit board. The next hardware replaced PCI as the standard way to connect a graphics card. AGP, or accelerated graphics port, allows the operating system to designate RAM for use by the graphics card (like the one above) on the fly. Take a closer look at the graphics card on the
next page. Like a motherboard, a graphics card is a circuit board that has a processor and RAM. If you're playing computer games, you probably want this next piece of hardware. PCI Express or PCIe eliminates the need for AGP by accepting more data and providing more power to graphics cards.
However, the item in the next photo replaces PCIe as the new standard. Almost every pc you buy today comes with Universal Serial Bus connectors that let you connect everything from mice to printers. See How computers work to learn more. This computer power supply has been removed from the
computer case. A small red switch on the right, above the power cord connector, is used to change the line voltage in different countries. See the inside of the power supply next to it. Pc power supplies use switch technology to convert AC inputs to lower DC voltages. 3,3- and 5 V are usually used by
digital circuits, while 12 V is used to start motors in disk drives and fans. See the power transformers next to it. In this photo you can see three small transformers (yellow) in the middle. On the left side there are two cylindrical capacitors. Large ribbed pieces of aluminum are heat sinks. Take a closer look
at the heat sink. Here you can see the heat sink and fan in the laptop, similar to the hardware on the desktop. See how computers work to learn more. Improve your ability to take notes and dictate from the Listen and Write website. Unlike most writing apps, which ask you to copy the words you see on
your screen, Listen and Save plays audio clips of current events and asks you to transcrib the content. Sometimes the app is a little too stingy for spelling, especially with names - but it can be a great tool to prepare for taking better and faster notes in lectures or meetings. On the other hand, if you want
your computer to dictate what you say, we have you there as well. You've been talking (or screaming at) your Windows PC for years, but if you didn't want to... Read moreListen and write [via Digital Inspiration] Update: 31.08.2020 by Computer Hope 0-9ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ Back to
computer dictionary Was this site YesNo From USB connectors to motherboards, the HowStuffWorks Computer Hardware Channel will help you find explanations, reviews, videos and prices for the parts you need. Update: 03.06.2020 by Computer Hope Click on the beginning below device you are
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